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reality, however, freedom of contract rather gained
than lost by the intervention of the Legislature.
For Parliament became an agency by which the
tenant farmers were able to bargain on more equal
terms with the landlords ; while the mass of the
people reasserted their equitable claim to limit the
rights of landed property in such a way that they
should not be so abused as to diminish the food
supply of the country.

A still more important advance was made in pro-
tecting those who could not protect themselves by
the Employers' Liability Act of 1880. Hitherto
employers of labour had been only liable to pay
damages for injuries inflicted on outsiders through
the negligence of their workmen ; workmen injured
by each other's negligence had no remedy against
their common employer. For several years the
Trade Unions had sought to remove this grievance
by legislation, but in vain. Apparently, it did not
interest those devoted friends of the people, Disraeli
and Lord John Manners. At last, "through the
pertinacity of Mr. Broadhurst [a Labour member]
a partial reform was obtained from Mr. Gladstone's
Government in 1880, in spite of the furious opposi-
tion of the great employers of labour sitting on both
sides of the House." Employers were made liable
for accidents caused by those to whom they had
delegated their authority, such as foremen and
superintendents. Workpeople might contract
themselves out of the Act. "In the vast majority
of cases," however, they were not induced to do so.
As a consequence, we may suppose, of this increased
responsibility the relative number of accidents has
diminished. " Whereas in 1877 * railway employee